CATTARAUGAS COUNTY'S

This legendary buck eluded hunters for many years until the last day of
New York’s 2002 blackpowder season, when hunter Dan Andera put him
at the top of the record book for typical muzzleloader bucks.

Cnttaraugns County in New
York’s Southern Tier has always
been one of the top producers of
deer in New York.

But while the number of deer
seen per square mile is high, the
numbér of beiter-than-average-
size bucks taken per square mile is
not. Rarely does a buck live long
enough to grow to trophy propor-
tions in this heavily hunted region.

The area certainly produces
many good bucks each year, but
most bueks simply do not have the
genetic makeup necessary to pro-
duce Boone and Crocket-class
antlers. Check the region’s many
taxidermy studios affer hunting
season and you'll find many good,
but very few great, antlered bucks.

All that logic and theory didn’t
matter, however, on Dec. 17, 2002.

A LEGEND IS BORN

Locals would gather to talk

by Steven Rockey

about a whitetail seen crossing the
road near a public spring called
“Waterloo.” a deer that was about
to “*buck” the odds and change the
record books forever.

For an estimated seven or eight
vears, the Waterloo Buck lived in
the vicinity of a huge tract of land

posted and patrolled by the
Holiday Valley Ski Resort in the
little Cattaraugus County town of
Ellicottville,

When hunting pressure became
too intense. the wise, old buck
would simply retreat to this hide-
out where no one, not even those

The Waterloo Buck netted 172 4/8 as
a nypical traphy and had bases that
measured 6 inches! Photo courtesy
of Dan Andera.
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