-~ Manitoba

“This isn't anything like what we expected.” That
statement. made en route to our lodge for the week, was
still echoing through my memory as. one by one, my
hunting companions related encounters with whitetail
bucks of trophy proportions. Although the geography and
topography of this western region of Manitoba. Canada.
wis not as my friends had envisioned it to be, neither was
the opportunity to capitalize on great whitetails. This was
not my first time hunting in this trophy whitetail mecca.
but it was for every one of them. Taking my advice to
hunt these north country deer, they were seeing something
they had never taken the time to discover before. Here, in

The author, Steve Rockey of Elyria, Ohi
Manitoba, is a virtually untapped resource for trophy
whitetails that most hunters are either ignoring or simply
ignorant of.

For everyone who loves to deer hunt. anticipation of
autumn and the coming season for whitetails in their home
state is an exercise in stress management. Everything
from scouting forages and hanging deer stands to bow
tune-ups. target practice, updating products. checking
equipment, watching hunting videos and more. it all has a
way of revving up the sportsman’s engine without the
opportunity for him to let out the clutch and start down the
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o, with his Manitoba whitetail.

track in hopes of a dream season. Most hunters have o
wait weeks and even months after they're in the “mood™ to
begin hunting. But not so for everyone, at least for those
willing to explore other options and take advantage of
early seasons in a few choice hot spots. Perhaps one of the
best and definitely one of the earliest areas to collect a
Pope and Young caliber buck is in the virally untapped
and scarcely hunted province of Manitoba, Canada. An
early bow opener that begins on the 25th of August every
vear gives those whose engines are at full throttle a chance
to explode out of the starting gate while others are still
watching the outdoor channel.

Manitoba not only offers one of
the earliest season openers for
whitetails. but one of the best
opportunities for a shot at a mature
buck in all of North America and
Canada. This province. situated
between  Saskatchewan  and
Ontario, measures approximately
250,000  square miles  and
essentially takes 10 hours to pass
through vertically and six hours to
cross horizontally. It is absolutely
immense! Furthermore, with only
3.041 resident archerv tags sold for
the entire province in 2001, and
even less in 2000 and 2002 (2.926.
2,995 respectively). these monster
whitetails in bow-only hunting
zones are virtwally unaccustomed
to hunting pressure. For the most
part. archers positioned in
treestands a mere 12 feet in height
will go totally undetected unless
the wind betrays them.

These deer are not accustomed
to pressure, from above or below.
Add o this the fact that late season
summer tendencies are controlling their morning and
evening travel routes, and sightings of these mature
whitetails can be somewhat consistently expenienced.
which only enhances the odds of shooting a bragging-
sized buck. With only a little more than 1.000 deer
harvested during bow season last vear, and several mild
winters in a row. the population is at one of the highest
levels ever. Also factor in that Manitoba conservation
anticipates no significant increase in archery licenses sold
and total harvest experienced in 2004. Can anyone deny
that this area is as opportunistic as they come? (The states




